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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Well, it has finally arrived. This is my last Newsletter. I would like to thank everyone for the
good wishes I have received this week from the School Community. I have had a wonderful
career in Education particularly the last 28 years at St Mary’s Primary School. While I am sad
about leaving the school, I am excited about the next chapter of my life. I know the school is in
a good place with excellent people at the helm in 2026.
A big thank you to all the teachers for the preparation involved in the Junior and Senior
concerts this week. The items were fabulous and both nights were a great success. We were
entertained magnificently by the children.

Congratulations to the award winners in the Senior concert. A huge congratulations to the
Head Girl and Head Boy for 2026 Penny Topham and Phiwe Dzanibe. A big thank you to our
Head Girl for 2025 Theresa Peterson and the Head Boy Lachlan Reilly. These children have
been wonderful leaders this year and I’m sure they will have a bright future at High School.

Yesterday morning the school presented Food Hampers to representatives from St Vincent de
Paul, Missionary Sisters of Charity, the Salvation Army and the Women’s Refuge. The Pastoral
Care Ministry shopped last week for the food items using the money raised from the Free
Dress Day in 2025. The quantity of food donated was supplemented by food generously given
by our Parent Community. This has been a wonderful way for the children to learn and
experience the Gospel value of generosity and ‘Service to the Community’.

Today we celebrated with our Year Six students as they graduated from Primary School.
Father Errol celebrated a beautiful Mass. It was lovely to see the parents and siblings of our
students joining us at Mass. We are sad to say goodbye to our Year Six children, many of
whom we have known since Kindy. We wish them all the best as they transition to High
School.

We bid farewell to Mrs Cheryl Sullivan, Miss Liana DelRoio, Miss Lauren Osmetti, Mrs Nila
Poasa, Ms Siobhan O’Rourke, Mrs Nadina Bonacci, Mrs Karis Walley, Miss Emma Collins and
Miss Kaitlin Bonacci who will very sadly be leaving us this year. All these Staff Members will
be greatly missed by the St Mary’s community, and I know they will all take fond memories of
their time at our school.

A text message informing you of your child’s class for 2026 will go out on Wednesday 28th
January 2026. We cannot confirm classes earlier due to the possibility of unexpected changes
to student numbers and staffing over the Christmas Holidays.

I wish all our School Community a blessed Christmas as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Have
a wonderful holiday break, enjoy your time with friends and family and stay safe and well.

Our School Office will close on Thursday 18 December and reopen on Monday 12 January for
2026.
Thank you and Farewell,
Elizabeth Browner (Principal)



Gospel Prayer

Reading

Listen to the words of the
Holy Gospel according to

Matthew: 11:2-6

John sent some of his
followers to ask Jesus, “Are
you the one we should be

looking for? Or must we
wait for someone else?”

Jesus answered, “Go and
tell John what you have

heard and seen. The blind
are now able to see, and

the lame can walk. People
with leprosy are being

healed, and the deaf can
hear. The dead are raised
to life, and the poor are
hearing the good news.
God will bless everyone
who does not reject me
because of what I do.”
The Gospel of the Lord

 
We wish everyone a happy and holy Christmas
and a wonderful holiday. 

At the end of this school year, we give thanks to
God:  
For all the teaching and learning that has taken
place 
in our school, both in and out of the classroom,  
For the talents and gifts that have been shared
and the  
challenges that have been faced;  
For the burdens that have been lifted and the
hurts  
that have been healed;  
For the respect and care that has been given. 
We give thanks for the friendships that have just
begun  
and for those that have grown.  
We give thanks for the community that we are,
and we ask you Lord –  
Bless our families as we take our holidays, may
our time  
together leave us with memories to cherish. 
Pour out your love on us that we may return
renewed and  
refreshed to continue our journey together.  
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.  
Amen 

IDuring the season of Advent, we remember at that time of
Jesus many people were longing for God to send the saviour.
They hoped for a new world. Jesus’ cousin, John the Baptist, was
one of them. He spoke to the people about the Messiah, but he
was arrested and thrown into prison. So, he sent some friends to
go and make sure that Jesus really was the one they were
waiting for. Today we hear the answer Jesus gives them.

 



Financial Matters 

Uniform shop

School Fees have been issued and are 
now due for payment in full.

If you need a payment plan, please return the
completed instalment option form to Linda in the

office ASAP

If you have a current  CONCESSION CARD please
present card to the office

applicable discounts can be applied.
 

OPENING HOURS
Monday  2.30pm - 3.00pm
Friday  8.15am - 8.45am

You can also order online
through QuickCliq, scan the

QR code to register.

Secondhand uniform shop outlet 
Thursday 8.30am - 9.00am
All items are $5 - NO EFTPOS
ALL CLEAN DONATION WELCOME TO RECEPTION



Wearing the full school uniform is expected for all students in Years 1–6. On enrolment, parents
agree to follow the School Uniform Policy, which includes expectations for correct uniform,
hairstyles, and jewellery. 

A uniform note will be sent home if students are not in the correct uniform, and leadership will
follow up with a phone call if the issue is not resolved.

In Kindergarten, wearing the school uniform is not compulsory. However, if parents choose to
dress their child in the school uniform, it must be the full sports uniform. 

Pre-Primary students are required to wear the full sports uniform each day. 

Summer Uniform — Girls
Blue checked tunic (knee length)
School hat
Black or blue sandals (with buckle) or black school shoes (lace up or Velcro
fastening for younger students)
White ankle socks

Summer Uniform — Boys
Blue shirt with school crest
Grey shorts
School hat
Black or blue sandals (with buckle) or black school shoes (lace up or Velcro
fastening for younger students)
Grey ankle socks

Sports Uniform — Girls
Blue skort or royal blue shorts
School sports top
White ankle socks
School hat
Plain black sneakers (Velcro permitted)

Sports Uniform — Boys
Royal blue shorts
School sports top
White ankle socks
School hat
Plain black sneakers (Velcro permitted)

Uniform policy 

Cosmetics/Jewellery 
Earrings must be only one pair of plain gold or silver small studs/sleepers with no
gemstone. (see picture below)
Thin, gold or silver chain with a catholic religious symbol. Please keep in mind the
potential safety issue when children are playing sport.
Rings and arm or leg bracelets are not allowed. 
Watches should be plain, silver, gold, brown, blue or black.
Nail polish or make up is not part of the School Uniform



SCHOOL NOTICE BOARD



LEAVING
TOWN?
LEAVING
TOWN?
As we begin preparing our waiting
lists for next year, please advise
Jenna in the office as soon as
possible if your child will not be
returning to St Mary’s in 2026.
This helps us manage enrolments
and offer places to families on our
waiting list in a timely manner.



SCHOOL NOTICE BOARD



School Notice Board
A reminder to please ensure all clothing items
are labelled. Order labels by scanning the QR

Code.

Uniform Labels.
Please label your

uniforms



SCHOOL NOTICE BOARD



Community 



Community 



St Mary’s Primary School has a Code of Conduct
that applies to all members of our School
Community and all visitors to our school. It is
important that all members of our school
community abide by our Code of Conduct and
while we do not always agree, we resolve our
differences appropriately in a respectful manner. 
 

Elizabeth Browner
Principal

Code of Conduct Statements 
1. You act safely and competently. 
2. You give priority to students’ safety and well-being in
all your behaviour and decision making. 
3. You act in accordance with the values of the Gospel
as defined in the Code of Ethical Conduct. 
4. You conduct yourself in accordance with laws,
agreements, policies and standards relevant to your
relationship with the school community. 
5. You respect the dignity, culture, values and beliefs of
each member of the school community. 
6. You treat personal information about members of the
school community as private and confidential. 
7. You give impartial, honest and accurate information
about the education, safety and well-being of students. 
8. You support all members of the school community in
making informed decisions about students. 
9. You promote and preserve the trust and privilege
inherent in your relationship with all members of the
school community. 
10. You maintain and build on the community’s trust and
confidence in Catholic schools and the Church. 
11. You act reflectively and ethically. 
12. You allow students to have a voice in their
education, safety and well-being.
 


